Community Regeneration in the Amman and Gwendraeth Valleys
The Community Regeneration team for the Amman and Gwendraeth Valleys: 
· Amy Hawkins – Community Regeneration Manager, Valleys 

E-mail: AHawkins@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 

            Tel: (01269) 590281
· Jayne Pritchard – Community Regeneration Officer, Valleys 
E-mail: JPritchard@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
            Tel: (01269) 590256

· Darren Rees – Community Regeneration Development Assistant, Valleys 

E-mail: DRees@carmarthenshire.gov.uk   

      Tel: (01269) 590283

The below section will give some brief information on current CCC schemes that are contributing to the regeneration of the Amman and Gwendraeth Valleys:
Tidy Towns

Tidy Towns is a 3 year Welsh Assembly Government initiative seeking to improve local environmental quality in Carmarthenshire. Approximately £195,000 funding is available per annum until March 31st 2011.  The aim of Tidy Towns is for people in Wales to enjoy cities, towns and villages which are clean and tidy, with the focus on removing the unsightly environmental nuisances that blight our everyday lives.

For further information please contact:

Kelly Shefford

Tidy Towns Project Officer

Carmarthenshire County Council

Llanelli Town Hall

Town Hall Sqaure

Llanelli

SA15 3AH 
 Tel: (01554) 742159

E-mail: KShefford@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
Deprived Area Fund (DAF) 

Sponsored by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) and the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG), and managed on their behalf by the Swansea Council for Voluntary Services and Carmarthenshire County Council, the aim of the DAF funding is to improve the economically inactive claimant rates in the DAF wards as a result of the interventions supported through grant aid.  
The DAF grant can be used as flexibly as possible to assist people in the deprived areas to select, train for, obtain and retain employment. The approach taken will be one of “narrowing the gap” between people and their ability to move closer to the world of work and to obtain employment.
There is an allocation of £2.77M over two years for specific wards in Carmarthenshire, Swansea and Neath Port Talbot with a benefit claimant rate of over 25%.  
All enquiries about the application and DAF Funds should be directed to: Ali Bond, Swansea Council for Voluntary Service. Tel: 01792 544007, email: ali_bond@scvs.org.uk or visit www.scvs.org.uk 
South West Wales Collaborative Communities

Collaborative Communities is supported through ERDF Convergence Programme and is to be delivered within the areas of Carmarthenshire, Neath Port Talbot, Pembrokeshire and Swansea by the established Collaborative Communities partnership made up of the four local authorities and county voluntary councils. The team will consist of Project Manager, Flagship Social Enterprise Development Officers and Sustainable Organisation Development Officers who will cover the entire South West Wales region. 
The project aims to strengthen the economic base of the region, providing existing, emerging and potential Social/Community Enterprises the required support to enable them to develop and meet market opportunities locally, regionally and nationally.
Western Valleys Strategic Regeneration Area
The Western Valleys is part of the spatial plan area identified as the Swansea Bay Waterfront and the Western Valleys. The area cuts across 5 different local authority areas - Bridgend, Neath / Port Talbot, Swansea, Powys and Carmarthenshire. 

The Carmarthenshire wards which are contained, or partly contained within the Western Valleys are: 
Glyn 

Llangyndeyrn 

Llandybie 

Glanamman 

Garnant 

Trimsaran 

Kidwelly 

Pontyberem 

Llannon 

Hendy 

Tycroes 

Saron 

Betws 

Gorslas 

Penygroes 

Quarter Bach 

Ammanford 

Pontamman
There are a number of challenges in the Western Valleys including: 
· access to services

· an ageing population

· out migration particularly amongst the young

· economic inactivity

· low income levels

· low educational attainment

· lack of skills

· the need for improved transport and accessibility

· the need to attract new businesses
· the need to improve the health and well being of the community.
If you are a member of a community / voluntary group or social enterprise and would like to develop a project that helps to tackle any of the above issues, then please contact the Valleys team for assistance in developing your project in the Amman or Gwendraeth valleys.
We can offer guidance on a number of funding sources available to the Third Sector and assist on the approaches and skills required to develop, implement and deliver your project ideas.
For further information on funding please contact the Community Bureau on 01269 590216 or email grants@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
