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Outstanding Standards of Design and Construction in the City Recognised at Sunderland 
City Council's Annual Building Excellence Awards 

 

The awards ceremony organised by the Sunderland City Council's Building Control Service was held at the Stadium 
of Light on Thursday, 3 February 2011. The awards went to the most innovative construction projects completed by 
individuals and organisations within the city over the past twelve months in a number of categories. 
 

The Building Excellence Awards were presented by Portfolio Holder for Prosperous City, Councillor Bryan Charlton, 
who said: "The winners in each of our categories demonstrate the high quality of work being carried out in              
Sunderland and elsewhere, as a result of the strong partnership that exists  between architects, contractors,              
developers and the City Council.”  
 
The winners were: 
 
• Best Housing Project (Small Development 1-10 units) – Planit Design 

(NE) Ltd and TCR Interiors for The Pottery, Warden Law Lane  
Sunderland 

• Best Housing Project (Large Development 11+ units) – Fitz Architec 
and Gentoo Construction for Phase 1, Rydale Park, Ryhope,               
Sunderland 

• Best Social Housing Development – Ryder Architecture and Gentoo                  
Construction for City Green, Sunderland 

• Best Partnership Award – Planit Design (NE) Ltd 
• Best Commercial Building  – Archial Architects Ltd and Bowmer &  

Kirkland Ltd for BAE Systems, Washington 
• Best Small Builder – Star Builders Ltd 
• Best Educational Building – Space Architects and Balfour Beatty for St 

Robert of Newminster School, Washington 

In pink, Sunderland City Council's Deputy 
Chief Executive Janet Johnson, Keith Lowes 
Head of Planning and Environment is be-
hind her. The gentleman opposite to her right 
is Councillor Bryan Charlton, Portfolio Holder 
for Prosperous City. Far left is Ken Scott De-
velopment Manager. The remainder are 
awards winners. 

Carmarthenshire Building Control Partners with the  
National Trust (South Wales) 
As part of Carmarthenshire County Council’s Building Control’s drive to          
continue promoting its partnership scheme the authority has recently gained 
several prominent new members. One of the latest to join the scheme is The          
National Trust. Being involved with this prestigious organization will certainly 
raise the profile of Local Authority Building Control throughout the country as 
close cooperation will be required between the varying authorities due to the 
unique nature of the majority of the properties under The National Trust’s 
stewardship.  
 

Mr Carl Morgan, Building Manager Wales, is satisfied with the cooperation 
that has already taken place, stating:  “The Partnership between the National Trust in South Wales and              
Carmarthenshire County Council Building Control is something which has benefited both parties greatly on many        
levels. Our relationship and understanding has been developed at a personal level between the guys who do the 
work, not just at a strategic level. This gives us a greater confidence in our proposals and less queries with              
applications. Of course, regular training events and updates keep everyone abreast with the latest changes, too.” 
 
Paxton’s Tower is situated on a hilltop near Llanarthney, Carmarthenshire. It is one of the National Trust’s landmark 
buildings overlooking the beautiful Towy valley. The structure is a Neo-Gothic folly erected in honor of Lord Nelson. 

From left to right: Handel Davies, Carmarthenshire 
Building Control Service Manager, Carl Morgan, 
National Trust Building Manager Wales, Tony  
Williams, CBC Senior Building Control Surveyor. 
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